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MAIN IDEA

COVID-19 and a global pandemic made 2020
pretty much "unprecedented" for lots of people.
When you also add in the impact of increasing
automation, the surge of remote work, and
increased political and social pressure for diversity
and inclusion, it's pretty clear this is not an era for
"business as usual" when it comes to managing
your career.

So what should you do? In the infamous words of a
GPS app on your phone or other device when you
inadvertently take a wrong turn, it's time to
recalculate your career goals.

There's no doubt this will be a challenge, but it's
also an amazing opportunity to go in a fresh
direction which might not have even been available
when you finished college. The new digital
economy offers some genuinely awe-inspiring
career options.

Welcome to membership in the Recalculators Club.

"My greatest goal is to ensure that you will never,

ever miss out on a career opportunity you want

because you didn’t try for it. When you embrace the

art of recalculating, you accept the knowledge that

your career path will not be a clear, straight line

forward. You seek out change and challenge and

discomfort, rather than avoiding it. The sooner you

learn how to handle false starts, detours, and

disappointments—and even plan for them in

advance—the smoother and more satisfying and

more successful your journey will be. And

sometimes you’ll find that winding paths can take

you in unexpected directions that are even better

than you imagined."

– Lindsey Pollak

1. ADJUST YOUR MINDSET – Be positive . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 2

It would be easy to think the unprecedented disruptions caused by the pandemic are a
pain. Forget about it. They have generated once-in-a-lifetime opportunities for those who
believe in themselves. Choose to join their ranks, and step forward.

2. FORGE NEW PATHS – Recalculate upwards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 3

Since you're going to be going in a new direction anyway, pause and clarify what a
successful career truly looks like for you. Make sure that what you aim for now is
genuinely what you want to achieve with your career. Aim higher than before.

3. BUILD A CAREER STORY – Personal brand. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 4

Building and then communicating your personal brand is something that is firmly in your
control, and which can significantly enhance your recalculation progress. Make sure you
have defined your personal brand, and you're learning how to communicate it all the time.

4. NETWORK – Tap personal relationships . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 5

Personal referrals are hands-down the best and fastest way to land a new job. To be in a
position to generate those referrals when you need to recalculate, start building your
personal network now. The broader your professional network becomes, the better.

5. ACE JOB SEARCH – Build greater expertise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 6

The best way to become skilled at job hunting is to start applying for jobs today. The
sooner you get in the game, the better you're going to get at it. Do the work, and make job
applications every day. You won't get 100 percent of the jobs you don't apply for.

6. TRANSFORM – Make your jobs opportunities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pages 7 - 8

No matter how and why you've ended up in a new job, make sure you take advantage of
the opportunity to acquire new skills, integrate more people into your professional
network, and enhance your career. Always have the right attitude, and you'll soar.
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